CAPACITY BUILDING OF ECO-TOURISM SERVICE PROVIDERS HELD UNDER
LACHEN DZUMSA, NORTH SIKKIM
A three day capacity building programme was conducted by
Lachen Dzumsa under the Endogenous Tourism Project
funded by Ministry of Tourism, Government of India and
UNDP, India. The programme started on the 18" of August
and continued upto 20™ August 2008.

Under the capacity building‘p-t);nmej 15 Igérdcipants &eived
training on tourist guide, 16 participants received training on
trekking cook and 8 participants on Home stay hospitality
. training. Although the scheduled dates were same for the

trainees, the venue and the Resource Person were different for

all groups.

This time, taking into consideration the concept of community
based tourism. 6 Resource Person team were invited from
Khangchendzonga Conservation Committee and 2 Resource
person from Gangtok. Among the Resource person, Mr. Pema {88
Gyaltsen, Peter S. Lepcha took over Home stay training, Mr. A

Kinzong Sherap, Mr. Chewang took over the guides training,

Chungda took over the bird watching while Mr. Kailash and Chandra Hang Subba took care of the

cook training.

Both practical and theory classes were imparted to the
trainees during the three day course. Most of the participants
took keen interest to learn and also participated in most of
the interactive session. On the final day of the training
programme, the Block Development Officer (BDO)
Chungthang chaired the session. During the session BDO

told the gathering that Lachen is one of the ultimate eco-
tourism destinations in Sikkim and has the most of its natural beauty as compared to any other
places. Hence it is a high time to build in all kinds of capacity to ensure responsible tourism. Each

participant provided the gathering with valuable feedback before the closing ceremony.



